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4K students listen as they learn how the ingredients are combined in the huge mixers to make bread dough. 
 
At 4 years old, we are continually learning about the world around us. At Cushing Elementary, the 4K class is learning about their community 
and the important people who make it home. It is exciting to talk about the community helpers around us; even better to learn about them 
through first-hand exploration and experience. 
 
In the classroom, 4K students learn through hands-on exploration and play. On any given day, students can be seen actively engaged in 
activities such as being pretend builders at the construction center, using their problem solving, fine-motor and gross-motor skills to twist 
screws, turn bolts, hammer wood nails and measure materials. 
 
Students act out the roles of physicians, taking care of patients and using language to develop their social skills through play. At the play 
dough table there are bakers hard at work baking "cookies" for their customers. In the blocks center students work together to build a town, 
each one playing an important role such as a police officer, builder, or cashier at their town store. 
While it may appear to be just play at first glance, these students are learning about their world while developing their social, physical, and 
early literacy and math skills. 
 
On a chilly morning, the 4K students set out on an adventure into our community. They headed to Great Harvest Bread Company in 
downtown Delafield to see (and taste) what happens at owner Jon Rasmussen's bakery. After learning about and pretending to be bakers, 
the students finally get to meet one. They are greeted with the delicious smell of baking bread as they walk through the door and tantalizing 
pastries on display. 
 
The baker explains to the students all the different ingredients that are needed to make bread; having them see, touch and smell them to 
engage them in the experience. The students are taken through the bakery to see where they mill flour, mix ingredients, knead the dough 
and the giant oven where they bake the bread. 
 
To add another lasting memory to complete the adventure, they are given a sweet reward of a frosted sugar cookie. With a big "thank you" 
to the baker and full tummies, students head back to school, where they will talk about this adventure for weeks to come … until their next 
one to the Delafield Library. 
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